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The Rocky Horror Show, Enlightened Theatrics, ‘19

This show comes with material from so many different sources. It is a tribute those mid-century sci-fi and horror 
B movies. It is satire. It embodies the 70’s British pop culture, glam rock. It is rebellious. It is queer. It is religious. 
O’Brien said that Rocky Horror is “in many ways a serious musical and social document.” Above all, it is camp. 

This term can be very broad from an aesthetic standpoint. I have loved exploring what this term means, and how 
it has appeared throughout time and across cultures. I hope to touch on a few of the most striking ‘camp’ 

aesthetic styles in my research, and begin to discover how these elements coincide with each other.



These are some of my favorite quotes from Susan Sontag’s “Notes On ‘Camp’” (1964.) 
Read the essay in its entirety (if you haven’t already) at http://faculty.georgetown.edu/irvinem/theory/Sontag-NotesOnCamp-1964.html 

• The hallmark of Camp is the spirit of extravagance.
•  It incarnates a victory of "style" over "content," "aesthetics" over 

"morality," of irony over tragedy. 
•  Camp art is often decorative art, emphasizing texture, sensuous 

surface, and style at the expense of content.
•  Indeed the essence of Camp is its love of the unnatural: of artifice 

and exaggeration. 
•  While it's not true that Camp taste is homosexual taste, there is 

no doubt a peculiar affinity and overlap. 
•  Camp is art that proposes itself seriously, but cannot be taken 

altogether seriously because it is "too much."  
•  So, again, Camp rests on innocence. 
•  Camp sees everything in quotation marks 
•  The ultimate Camp statement: it's good because it's awful
•  There exists, indeed, a good taste of bad taste.  
•  Camp taste is, above all, a mode of enjoyment

http://faculty.georgetown.edu/irvinem/theory/Sontag-NotesOnCamp-1964.html


Here are some striking examples of contemporary camp as it relates to fashion. That being said, I think everything in this show relates to fashion, or lack 
of, or in spite of, etc… I am particularly drawn to the pink stairs, and the way they relate to the enormous train. I also love the relationship between the 
model’s fur coat and hair and the cloudy backdrop.



The Baroque movement in 17th century Europe was the new style of complexity and drama. While the Renaissance ideals were precise, rational, and 
classical, the Baroque pushed dynamism, theatricality, and ornament. Baroque appeals to emotion. Sontag described Versailles as an example of camp 
of its time. Its extravagance and idealism of ‘style over content’ is what makes it so.
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The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa in the Cornaro Chapel is a notable Baroque work of art. It recounts Teresa of Avila’s encounter with an angel, and does so 
extremely sensually. The visual of the angel with the spear and the swooning nun are based off of her words, “The pain was so great, that it made me 
moan; and yet so surpassing was the sweetness of this excessive pain, that I could not wish to be rid of it.” There is an enlightenment with this exposure 
that corresponds with the journey away from innocence in this show. Note that the Cornaro family is watching this happen from the box seats above.



The Rococo movement, at its most basic level, can be described as Baroque on steroids. This is where my inspiration for the direction of the show really 
comes from. The palette, curves, and textures are so lavish and gaudy. These are examples of Rococo art and architecture.



More examples of Rococo.
I love the palette of the top image.



Here I’m thinking about how Rococo architecture could ground us spatially in the lab/castle.



Ukio-e is a genre of Japanese art that was popular around the same time as the Baroque. It is associated with the sensual counterculture of the time, 
and translates to “pictures of the floating world.” Much of the art of this period was erotic and sensory-based. I’d like to imagine how Ukio-e and Rococo 
might mesh…



There is then this flavor of Pop that comes to mind in considering the merging of styles. It may come across as a sort of celebration of difference - 
coexisting in this strange world we’re creating.


